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ttbolt 18 million strcet childrcn in India, Ea ier when ,he rcsearch on the ter,rl

childrcn" just began thk term include,l erery child trho wo ed on lhe street, Their

,ulnembilitiet requirc speci/ic legislation and attention fron the goye ment and

ABSTRACT

Street childre are the small chiklran vho liw and suniw on streets- Thev are the onet

were tbmdonetl ot werc abducted or theJ Jlee fton the hones Tltey t&e lh.
ftsponsibilil! of ca ng Jor thedselws incluling i'o ing anl ptute.ling themselws

CHAPTER 34

STREET CHILDREN IN INDIA

Dr. Rita Diwan

Ass;stant Professor, Department of Sociology

Covind Sarang Govt. Law College Bhatapara, Chbattisgarh

just began this term included every child who worked on lhe str€et. Mark W. Lusk, a

ofslreer children deleloped four caregories ofsrrcet childrcn: -

. Children who work on street but return to their home ar night.

. Children who work on streets but whose family ti€s arc fading.

. Children who live and work on road with their families.

oryonizations to impress the most vulnetuble gtuup of childrcn in Inlia
UNICEF, the! need to be understoo.l os much as possible. As the most vulhe lble

childrcn in India acco ing to UNICE4 theJ need to be unde6tood $ much (s possibte

Kerwo -Strcet, Childrcn, Prcblem

I.O INTRODUCTION

Street children are lhe small children who live and survive on sireels. They are the

who w€re abandoned or were abducted or they flee from th€ir homes. They lake the

responsibiliry of caring for thems€lves including working and prolecling rhemsehes There

about l8 million sfe€t children in Ind'a. Earlier when the rcsearch on the tem "street chi



. Children who work and live on theirown on streets.

Out ofthe 50,000 peopte in India lhat are ofi,jcia y reported of leaving home annua y
rlmost 45% are below 16- Various slrldies aboui srree. children in differenr cities oftndia. It has

been found thal in late I980s for their inslance lhere were about 100,00 srreet children in KolkaB
and Mumbai. The overall esrimare ofstreg\ chitdren in India ranges from 400,000-800,000. The
age ofmosl oflhe srreer children are over 6 and majorjty over 8. The mean ag€ ofstreei chitoren
by the National Instirute of Urban Affa;rs study in l9B9 was tound i3 years. Another study in
1989 by UNICEF was found to be 72 percent ofsrreet chitdren were ofage 6 12 and 13 percenr

were under 6 years ofa8e.

2.0 PROBLEM FACED BY STREET CHILDREN

Working condirions ofrhe slreet children are very poor s they offen have to work in ure

informal secior, which is unregutated by the govemmenl. In Mumbai 50,000 children are

illegaily employed by I1,750 horels, restaura.ts, canreens! etc. Most ofihe streer children work
8-10 hours each day in their economic actjvities. The str€et chitdren ar€ ofien exploited by rhe

employers due to their lack ofprorecrion from the famity and rhe law.

The educarion ofstreet chitdren is very poor. A srudy in Mumbai about slreet chitdr€n rn
1989 was found that 54.5 percenr ofchildren have never been enrolled in school and 66 perceni
ofchildren were illiterate. In study of2004 about srreet children conducted in Mumbai reveat€d

that 60 percent ofthe children had n€ver aflended schoot and approximately two th;rd offiem
are illiterate. 30 percenr had b€en ro etemenrary school, lO percent of children had been ro
middle or high school. The sludy of2004 also said that many oflhe ch;tdren who ran away fiom
their hone because th€y didn,i wanl to work hard or didn't wanled to study.

Street children also face additjonal vulnerab;tity because oftheir tack oflhe access ofthe
nutritious food, proper sanitation and m€dical care. Many str€et childrcn in India depend on tne

lefiovers from lhe small rcstauranls or horels or garbage bins. In the srudy of 1990 of streer

children irl Mumbai, 62.5 percent of children obtajned food from hotets. Lack of sanitation rn

bathing, toilets, and water also contributes to their poor heatth. It was found in a study rhai 29.6
percent ofchildren reporred bathjng in rhe sea and I I.5 percent reported bathing jn pip€s we s

and canals. These children have to pur thejr naked bodies betore during and afte. the bathir8.
Due 1o which they lack ofmodesty. tt is atso d€monsrrated the fact ihat 26.4 percenl children use
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roadside or railway track as theirtoilel lhis happens due to lack ofrcstroon Around 69 1

cbildren ask restaurants or hotels for $ater and 15.6 use pipes or qaler laps'

They atso lack ofmedical fac;lities especially ;n time of injury and illness Other studies fi

rhat many illnesses are very prevalent among slreel chitdren- Study conducted in 2002 in

that six in every 554 street children from age 4 to 14 were founded HIV positive ln

Basti. 98% ofstreet children have dental cris;s. Dur;ng winter due 1o rhe lack ofw;nter c

tbey make them more vulnerable due to illness.

Street children in India are exposed to abuse and extonion ln 200? the iate ofchild

increased to nearly 8000. An Indian Covemment study in 2007 stated that 2 oul of

children are physicaily abused in India and almost 50% of neadv 12,000 are sexually

Studies are stated lhat 7,200 children, including infants are raped every year in India

sovemment also refuses comment on ihese serial abus€s They ar€ tonured due to lack adull

protect tbem and lhey don't have any social status they are physicallv threatened and inti

by adutts. The street chitdren are also abused by the Indian Police Police arrest slreet chr

under the Vagrancy act, having no formal way to appeal their arrest Under a govemme

sponsored programme caked "Operation Beggal'street children in Mumbai were round€d r

and given into what was esseni;ally indebted sewitude.

3.0 LAWS MADE FOR STREET CHILDREN

. The Juvenile Justic€ (Care and Protect;on ofchildren) Act' 2015

The Juvenile iustice Act 2015 received presidential assent on December 31,201

repealed and replaced a 2000 acl by the name. In Seplember 2016' the governm€nt issued

Juvenile Justice Model rules, 20I 6, to set out some proc€dures for implementing the act The 1

deals wilh two categories ofchildren:

. Commissions for Proteclion ofCh;ld Rights (CPCR)' 2005

The National Comm;ssion for protection of child rights (NCPCR) was set up In

200? under lhe commissions for protection of ch;ld rigbts (CPCR) act, 2005 Th€ NCPCR i

under the Ministry of Women and Child Developmenl ensures that all Programmes'

Administrative Mechanics are in consonance with the Child Righls enshrined in the Constitutr

oflndia.

. Those who are in conflict with the law (CICL)

. Those who are in need care and protection (CNCP)
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. Protedion ofchildren from Sexuat

Otrences Act (POCSO), 2012

The Protection of Chitdren fiom Sexual Off€nces Act (POCSO) 2012, and rhe rutes
fram€d under the act establish to protect children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and
pornography and provide for rhe esrabtishment ofspecial courts for the rrajt ofsuch offences.
Suggestion

Proper education is the most important factor which can change the life of a street
children free govemment schools can provide them a two_course nutritious meal a day througn
which they will get a proper nutrition. covernment can arso provide schorarship to those street
children who are excellent at strdi€s and might do somerhing good for rhemselves and for urc
country. They shonld also be povided with shelter where they can live and proper sanitation and
bathing facilit;es should be provided to rhem wirh rhe facitities ofctean drinking warer accessibte
to them through raps. Adopting sreet chitdren wi give them a future which they deserve.

Conclusion

Their many vulnerabilities require sp€cific legislation and attention from the govemment
and olher organizations to impress the most vulnerabte group ofchildren in India according to
UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possjble. As the most vutnerabte group of
child;en in Indiaaccording to LNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible.
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I.0 INTRODUCTION
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educationsystemredundant'ManyruralchildrenleaveschoolearlyinPrimarystage'

Students have innate fear of Mathematics' scienoe and English subject' The situation of

English subject related teaching leamiog is pathetic Higher education quality is far from

satisfactory. Students are being chumed out with theoretical knowledge-

iii. The Problern ofBasic Sanitation

Sanitation is another persistent problem in lndia There are about 7oo million people

who have no access to toilets at home Slum areas do not have toilets- People are thus forced

to defecale in lhe open, which causes numerous diseases like diarrhea' choler4 dehydration

etc. Many rural schools also have no toilets, because of which parents do not send their kids'

especially girts, to school. To tackle this social problem' our honourable Prime Minister has

started 'swatcha Bharat Abhiyaan' The aim is to build 12 million toilets in first 5 years

acrossthecouhtry'sanitation,solidwasrcmanagement.anddrainagecon|inuetopose

challenges in lndta.

iv, Lack ofProP€r H€althcare Syst€m

h is highly unfortunate that even after so many years' lndia lag's behind ih healthcare

faoility. People do not have access to betier healthcare facililies ln further categonzatlon'

uomen have less access to medical facilities Among total popllation' rural Population have

leastaccesstohealthcaresystem'ltisestimatedabout50%ofallvillagershavenoaccessto

healthcare providers; lnfant Mortality Rate (lMR) is 34 per l0OO live births; lack ofnutrihon

caused stunning gro$'th in 50% of all the babies' and 360lo people in lndia have no access to

toilets.

v. Pov€rfy

Even after so many yeats of Independence' poverty exists in the country' A dismal

number ofpeopl6live below poverty line Though the BPL popularion declined from 37yo in

2oo4-2oo5ro22%in2ol1-12(PlanningcommissionReport20ll),ln20]l|.12,2T/oofthe

population (one in five Indians) lived in exheme poverty (Planning Commission Report

2011). This figure is expected to decline to 5Lby 2022' as per World Poverty Clock

estimate. lt is estirnated lhat about 8Oo% ofthe poor reside in rural areas The BIMARU states

45


