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CHAPTER 34
STREET CHILDREN IN INDIA
Dr. Rita Diwan

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Govind Sarang Govt. Law College Bhatapara, Chhattisgarh

ABSTRACT

Street children are the small children who live and survive on streets. They are the ones \

were abandoned or were abducted or they flee from their homes. They take the fil

responsibility of caring for themselves including working and protecting themselves There | ’
about 18 million street children in India. Earlier when the research on the term “str

children” just began this term included every child who worked on the street. Their man
vulnerabilities require specific legislation and attention from the government and aﬂlﬁ'
organizations to impress the most vulnerable group of children in India according 0
UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. As the most vulnerable grou
children in India according to UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible

Keyword — Street, Children, Problem

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Street children are the small children who live and survive on streets. They are the one§

who were abandoned or were abducted or they flee from their homes. They take the i
responsibility of caring for themselves including working and protecting themselves There are
about 18 million street children in India. Earlier when the research on the term “‘street children™
just began this term included every child who worked on the street. Mark W. Lusk, a researche__
of street children developed four categories of street children: -

e Children who work on street but return to their home at night.

e Children who work on streets but whose family ties are fading.

e Children who live and work on road with their families.
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e Children who work and live on their own on streets. i
Out of the 50,000 people in India that are officially reported of leaving home annually |

almost 45% are below 16. Various studies about street children in different cities of India. It has

been found that in late 1980s for their instance there were about 100,00 street children in Kolkata ‘
and Mumbai. The overall estimate of street children in India ranges from 400,000-800,000. The

age of most of the street children are over 6 and majority over 8. The mean age of street children ‘

i

by the National Institute of Urban Affairs study in 1989 was found 13 years. Another study in ‘
1989 by UNICEF was found to be 72 percent of street children were of age 6-12 and 13 percent ]

were under 6 years of age.

2.0 PROBLEM FACED BY STREET CHILDREN

i P "

|
Working conditions of the street children are very poor s they often have to work in the '
informal sector, which is unregulated by the government. In Mumbai 50,000 children are ’

|

|
illegally employed by 11,750 hotels, restaurants, canteens, etc. Most of the street children work | A
8-10 hours each day in their economic activities. The street children are often exploited by the [ s
employers due to their lack of protection from the family and the law. ‘

The education of street children is very poor. A study in Mumbai about street children in
1989 was found that 54.5 percent of children have never been enrolled in school and 66 percent
of children were illiterate. In study of 2004 about street children conducted in Mumbai revealed
that 60 percent of the children had never attended school and approximately two third of them
are illiterate. 30 percent had been to elementary school, 10 percent of children had been to
middle or high school. The study of 2004 also said that many of the children who ran away from
their home because they didn’t want to work hard or didn’t wanted to study.

Street children also face additional vulnerability because of their lack of the access of the
nutritious food, proper sanitation and medical care. Many street children in India depend on the
leftovers from the small restaurants or hotels or garbage bins. In the study of 1990 of street
children in Mumbai, 62.5 percent of children obtained food from hotels. Lack of sanitation in
bathing, toilets, and water also contributes to their poor health. It was found in a study that 29.6
percent of children reported bathing in the sea and 11.5 percent reported bathing in pipes wells

and canals. These children have to put their naked bodies before during and after the bathing.

Due to which they lack of modesty. It is also demonstrated the fact that 26.4 percent children use




roadside or railway track as their toilet this happens due to lack of restroom. Around 69.1 percell
children ask restaurants or hotels for water and 15.6 use pipes or water taps.
They also lack of medical facilities especially in time of injury and illness. Other studies fbu_
that many illnesses are very prevalent among street children. Study conducted in 2002 in Kolkaf
that six in every 554 street children from age 4 to 14 were founded HIV positive. In Bangg
Basti, 98% of street children have dental crisis. During winter due to the lack of winter clothi
they make them more vulnerable due to illness. '
Street children in India are exposed to abuse and extortion. In 2007 the rate of child abusi
increased to nearly 8000. An Indian Government study in 2007 stated that 2 out of every®
children are physically abused in India and almost 50% of nearly 12,000 are sexually abused
Studies are stated that 7,200 children, including infants are raped every year in India a '_1_r
government also refuses comment on these serial abuses. They are tortured due to lack adult 1
protect them and they don’t have any social status they are physically threatened and intimidate .-,_ ]
by adults. The street children are also abused by the Indian Police. Police arrest street childrer i
under the Vagrancy act, having no formal way to appeal their arrest. Under a governme_
sponsored programme caked “Operation Beggar” street children in Mumbai were rounded u

and given into what was essentially indebted servitude.
3.0 LAWS MADE FOR STREET CHILDREN

e The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
The Juvenile Justice Act 2015 received presidential assent on December 31, 2015,
repealed and replaced a 2000 act by the name. In September 2016, the government issued the
Juvenile Justice Model rules, 2016, to set out some procedures for implementing the act. The law!
deals with two categories of children:
e Those who are in conflict with the law (CICL)
e Those who are in need care and protection (CNCP)
e Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR), 2005
The National Commission for protection of child rights (NCPCR) was set up in march’
2007 under the commissions for protection of child rights (CPCR) act, 2005. The NCPCR is:
under the Ministry of Women and Child Development ensures that all Programmes, and'!;.

Administrative Mechanics are in consonance with the Child Rights enshrined in the Constitution

of India.




e Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCS0), 2012
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) 2012, and the rules

framed under the act establish to protect children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and
pornography and provide for the establishment of special courts for the trail of such offences.
Suggestion

Proper education is the most important factor which can change the life of a street
children free government schools can provide them a two-course nutritious meal a day through
which they will get a proper nutrition. Government can also provide scholarship to those street
children who are excellent at studies and might do something good for themselves and for the
country. They should also be provided with shelter where they can live and proper sanitation and
bathing facilities should be provided to them with the facilities of clean drinking water accessible
to them through taps. Adopting street children will give them a future which they deserve.
Conclusion

Their many vulnerabilities require specific legislation and attention from the government
and other organizations to impress the most vulnerable group of children in India according to
UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. As the most vulnerable group of

children in India according to UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible.
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CHAPTER 6

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES PLAGUING INDIA

Dr. Rita Diwan
Assistant Professor Sacfda’ogy
Department of Sociology
Govind Sarang Gove I.aw College
Bhatapara, Chhattisgarh

Thus, society and environment are intricately interconnected with each other. For sustainable
development, two major goals enumerated are environmental conservation and creation of a
Just society. A country in order to achieye sustainable development needs to strive for both the
goals concurrently. In reality, it is not an easy task. Every country has lot of issues Plaguing
its progress. Each country suffers from its own Plethora of problems based on social
conditions, demography and 8eographical locations. Indiq too has been Jacing its own share
of problems. Some problems qre existing from ancient times, while others haye occurred after
globalization and industrialization, Some of the major issues Plaguing India is Population,
Gendered Violence, Mliiteracy, Poveryy, Sanitation, Unenquloymenr and such. Environmental
issues are also posing a grave threat fo our fragile ecosystem like pollution, Joss of
biodiversity. Country has‘ been facing many kinds of social issyes as well as critical
environmental issues. Botly bpe of problems need to pe addressed in different approaches, F, or
issues such as gendered violence, caste discrimination, corruption etc needs g change in the
mindset of the Ppeople and society apart from government laws. Problems [ike poverty
eradication, unemployment, illiteracy need a long term government Planning and immaculate
management system, Environmental problems need porh government as well as social

initiative.

Keywords — Social, Issues, En vironment, Sustainable, Development
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